
















































































Publications

The study, which addresses violence against women as a form of discrimination and a 
human rights violation, finds that such violence is severe and pervasive throughout the 
world, causing untold misery for women, harming families across generations, impoverish-
ing communities and reinforcing other forms of violence throughout societies. 

The study acknowledges the work of grass-roots women’s organizations and movements 
around the world in bringing violence against women into the arena of public attention and 
State accountability.  It analyses the causes, forms and consequences of violence against 
women, reviews available data and outlines States’ obligations to address such violence.  
While the study describes promising practices in the areas of law, service provision for 
victims and prevention, it also notes remaining challenges in bringing an end to violence 
against women. 

The study puts forward a blueprint for action, by different stakeholders, at local, national 



Publications

The Convention on the Elimination  
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

and its Optional Protocol
Handbook for Parliamentarians

This Handbook, produced by the Division for the Advancement of Women of the United 
Nations Secretariat in collaboration with the Inter-Parliamentary Union, offers a compre-
hensive and educational presentation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination against Women and its Optional Protocol. The Handbook presents the 
background to and content of the Convention and the Optional Protocol and describes the 
role of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, which secures 
implementation at the national level. It provides examples of good practices and gives an 
overview of what parliamentarians can do to ensure effective implementation of the Conven-
tion and encourage use of the Optional Protocol. It also proposes model instruments and 
reference materials as aids designed to facilitate the work of legislators.

The Handbook is available in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish.

Sales No. E.03.IV.5 • ISBN 92-1-130226-9 • Price $18.95



All orders from North America, Latin America and 
the Caribbean, and Asia and the Pacific  

should be sent to:

United Nations Publications
2 UN Plaza, Room DC2-853 
New York, NY 10017, USA

Tel.: 212 963 8302;
toll free 1 800 253 9646 (North America only)

Fax: 212 963 3489 
E-mail: publications@un.org

Customers in  
Europe, Africa and  

the Middle East  
should send their orders to:

United Nations Publications
Sales Office and Bookshop

CH-1211, Geneva 10, Switzerland
Tel.: 41 22 917 2614
Fax: 44 22 917 0027

E-mail: unpubli@unog.ch

Ordering publications

The cover is adapted  
from “Sprite”, 1997,  
by Edwina Sandys

This issue of  

Women 2000 and Beyond 

was prepared  

in collaboration with Carole 

A. Oglesby  

and the International 

Working Group on  

Women and Sport (IWG) and 

WomenSport International 

(WSI).

The document was  

peer-reviewed by  

Johanna Adriaanse,  

Karl Fasting and  

Lydia la Rivière-Zijdel.

Back issues of Women 2000 and Beyond

Back issues of Women 2000 and Beyond  
are available to download from:
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Division for the Advancement of Women 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs  

of the United Nations Secretariat

Internet information resources

About the Division for the Advancement of Women: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/daw/

 Review and Appraisal: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/Review/

 Commisssion on the Status of Women: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/

 Convention on the Elimination of 
 All Forms of Discrimination against Women: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/index.html

 Country information: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/country/

 Meetings and documentation: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/documents/index.html

 Publications: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/public/index.html

 Women 2000 and Beyond: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/public/w2000.html

 News: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/news/index.html

 Calendar: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/asp/calendar/index.asp
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